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THE SIGNING OF THE LOME III CONVENTION

Pete/" Ba/"ry and RaMie L. Namali18 sign...

........::.... 

and embrace

Under the banner of solidarity and human dignity
Lome International Airport, on

the eve of the signing ceremonies of
the Lome III Convention, was the

centre of considerable activity.
Thousands of officials and guests
from the 65 ACP States and the 
Member States of the Community
had been arriving in groups through-
out the preceding week to attend the
ceremony which would, for the first
time, be rebroadcast by television
satellite to the majority of the coun-
tries taking part.

Lome maintained its reputation as
a peaceful and hospitable city. The
airport, the main roads and 2nd Fe-
bruary Square were festooned with
the flags of the 75 participating
countries and with the portraits of
their Heads of State and govern-
ment. The principal route leading to
the centre of the city was draped
with banners bidding guests wel-
come and expressing what is likely
to be called henceforth the " spirit of
Lome" , which may be described as
the search for cooperation in " soli-
darity , with" dialogue" and above
all with" respect for the personality
and dignity " of each partner.

Impeccable
organization

Those who were present in the Togo-
lese capital in 1979 for the signing of the
Lome II Convention had already had
occasion to note the impressive way in

which the ceremonies had been organ-

ized. In December 1984, the public .ser-
vices and the population in general
proved again, by their willingness, their
discipline and their desire to succeed

that Togo was capable of putting on a
ceremony worthy of the interest dis-
played in the Convention. By general
consent, the organization of the cere-
monies was impeccable and the atmo-
sphere welcoming. The lodging, trans-
porting and entertaining of delegates and
journalists went off without a hitch.

Going beyond simple
self-interest to see man
as capable of progress

The signing ceremony took place on 8
December 1984 in the hall of the RPT
the ruling party. As in 1979, it was enliv-
ened by the songs and the rythmic danc~

ing of hundreds of young Togolese who
brought a festive atmosphere and a .cli-
mate of youthful and popular enthu-

siasm to the occasion. It was a fitting cli-
max to a week of splendid and varied
artistic offerings provided for the dele-
gates, of which the centrepiece was the
cultural soiree in the Eyadema Stadium
where the Togolese National Ballet, as
well as performers from Ghana, Senegal
and Ireland took part. It was a perfor-
mance which gave full expression to the
cultural dimension which, for the first
time, figured in the text of the Conven"
tion between the Ten and the ACP
States.

This desire to " dematerialize " Lome
III to a certain extent and to make it a
global package encompassing economic
cultural and human cooperation was
echoed in the speeches of Peter Barry,
President of the EEC Council of Minis-
ters, R.L. Namaliu, President of the ACP
Council of Ministers, Gaston Thorn
President of the Commission of the Eu-
ropean Communities and President
Gnassingbe Eyadema, Togolese Head of
State. The latter underlined the impor-
tance of Lome III but also dwelt on the
pressing needs of ACP countries which
risked overshadowing the positive as-
pects of the Convention if" urgent mea-
sures were not undertaken to alleviate
the burden of public indebtedness in the
Third World"



As far as ACP States were concerned,
the President of the Togolese Republic

reaffirmed the need for closer intra-ACP
cooperation; without this, vertical rela-

tions with the Ten would remain unfa-
vourable for themselves despite the deci-
sive role of the Convention in providing
the impetus for real development for
their 65 members. The Togolese Presi-
dent reminded them, on a number of
occasions, that, in signing the Conven-
tion, they were " making a solemn un-
dertaking to go beyond a simple calcula-
tion of the self-interest of our states to
see man as capable of progress and of
outdoing his own efforts in a new world
which he has made a better place by
finally understanding the meaning of
solidarity

Mozambique: the 65th member
of the ACP Group

After greeting the accession of Mo-
zambique as a signatory to the ACP
Group, and expressing his keen desire to
see Angola and Namibia follow suit, the
President of the ACP Council spoke of
his " satisfaction " at the new Conven-
tion which, as he said, took account of

necessary improvements in structure
and implementation " which were miss-

ing in Lome I and II. Regretting the
financial provisions of Lome III which
were " well below the minimum re-
quested by the ACP States and justified
by their needs , Mr Namaliu neverthe-
less underlined that " the very founda-

tion of the entire Convention has been
set in a spirit of interdependence and the
basis of the cultural prerequisites of the

development of the ACP States, giving
primacy to their peoples and sovereign
choice to their societies

Mr Namaliu also noted with interest
that both parties agreed on the impor-
tance of human rights in the new Con-
vention, and, in particular, the struggle

against apartheid, the " most odious
form of violation of human rights on the
African continent.

The Lome Convention " stated 

Peter Barry in his speech

, "

is above all a
work of solidarity whose aim is to im-
prove the economic condition of mil-
lions of men, women and children " . Mr
Barry went on to express the " individual
and collective commitment of Member
States of the Community " to the fight

against " the systematic discrimination
of apartheid in South Africa and to the
edding of that country s illegal occupa-
tion of Namibia

Returning to the content of the new

Convention, Mr Barry stressed the pro-
gress that had been made in an agree-
ment which offered greater opportunities
and means for the development of the

LOME III

ACP States. But he also added that " the
Convention wasn t the answer to all the
questions, nor could it find a solution to
all the problems . As far as the Commu-
nity was concerned, Mr Barry underlined
that " it was a genuine attempt to get to
grips with some of the most pressing
problems facing the developing coun-
tries. Considerable financial resources, to
cover the needs of all the ACP States
that participated in the negotiations
whatever their date of accession, and

which look forward to the enlargement

of the Community through the arrival of
Spain and Portugal, have been made
available. Doubtless, some will say that
despite the financial constraints which
weigh on the Member States, the Com-
munity could have done more. Nev-
ertheless, at a time when the North-
South dialogue is faltering-as witness
the reconstitution of IFAD and the
IDA-should we not rather draw some

renewal of our Convention "
The President of the Commission of

the European Communities then put
particular emphasis on " the critical state
of affairs in the Third World" which, he
said

, "

calls for a special effort by the

international community, an increase, or
at least the maintenance in real terms, of
official development aid, a marked im-
provement in coordination between don.
ors, and between official and unofficial
sources of aid... "

He also attempted to clear up any mis-
understanding which might linger in
some ACP circles on what had come to
be called the " policy dialogue " stating

first and foremost that " the Community
has not the will, much less the desire to
make its aid conditional upon the adop-
tion by its partners of policies decided
upon elsewhere
(See the extracts from the main

Young dancers of the Togo National Banet
Culture is tI,e expression of oneself and of one s society. It conditions economic and

social development and its success

encouragement from the happy outcome
of our deliberations?"

Mr Gaston Thorn, President of the

European Commission , began by paying
tribute to Commissioner Pisani whose
ideas and role have marked the new
Convention with his imprint. " Edgard
Pisani, a man given to reflection and to
dialogue " he said, " was able to remind
European leaders that the future of Eu.
rope must be sought as much beyond her
frontiers, in solidarity and the streng.
thening oflinks with the Third World, as
within her boundaries. He has been
called away, on another task involving
the search for peace through dialogue (*
but he must be aware of our gratitude for
the clarity of mind and fixity of purpose
that he brought to the consolidation and

J Editor s note: in New Caledonia.

speeches delivered at Lome in the fol-
lowing pages).

Negotiators as well as observers are

agreed on the real progress that has been
made in the concept of EEC-ACP coo-
peration in the context of the third Lome
Convention. Even if there are certain

shortcomings , notably insofar as the
size of the financial package is con-
cerned, it must be noted that the success
or failure of Lome III does not depend
on that but much more on the spirit in
which it is implemented. And in that
respect there was considerable optimism
among the delegates present at Lome.
Perhaps that is why, at the end of the

reception hosted by President Eyadema
all the delegates rose to their feet and
together with the orchestra, joined in
singing " Ce n est qu un au revoir... " . 0

LUCIEN PAGNI
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LOME III

In the end, the dictates of mutual self--interest
and interdependence which characterize ACP-EEC

economic relations prevailed"
Rabbie L. NamaUu, President of the ACP Council of Ministers

Rabbie Namaliu (Papua New Guinea), President of
the ACP Council of Ministers felt "Lome has indeed
become a symbol of international cooperation. Virtually
the sole beacon in an otherwise dark and unlit sea
strewn with unfulfilled hopes . He also said the ACP
family took a particularly happy turn in Lome with
Mozambique joining the Group as a full member of the
ACP group of states as created in Georgetown (Guyana).
Prior to describing certain " achievements " or certain

shortfalls" of the new Convention, the President ofthe
ACP Council of Ministers paid a tribute to his predeces-
sors, ACP as well as European (Mogwe and Shearer
Haralambopoulos and Cheysson); and" a very special
tribute to Commissioner Pisani and his team headed by
Dieter Frisch, Director-General.ofthe Development Di~
rectorate of the EEC Commission . Of the negotiations
and the result, the new Lome Convention, Rabbie Na-
maliu said:

The negotiations proved to be more
difficult and protracted than any of their
predecessors. No other Lome Conven-
tion took six ministerial-level meetings

before being finalized. In the end, how-
ever, the dictates of mutual self-interest
and interdependence which characterize
the economic relations between the EEC
and the ACP States prevailed and the
third ACP-EEC Convention is ready for:
signing in Lome today. 

In the course of arriving at a jointly
agreed Convention a number of key is-
sues emerged, none more contentious
than the concept of policy dialogue and:
the question of human rights. To the,
ACP, the former characterizes a methodi
of cooperation by which indepth dialo- i
gue and agreements on ACP States' sec- i
tor policies and programmes would be- !
come a prerequisite for Community fi- 
nancial assistance in the particular sec-

tor. The ACP rejected what they saw as
too great a measure of involvement by
the EEC in their domestic policies and
programmes , and the implied condition-
ality in gaining access to the financial
resources under the Convention. These
were not consistent with agreements be-
tween sovereign states.

In the end, a modus vivendi was found
by which the desiderata of consultation
efficiency and accountability were ac-
commodated without any excessive no-
tion of conditionality and Community
intervention.

The ACP States have jealously
guarded their sovereignty while advanc-
ing the scope for improving efficacy in
financial cooperation.

The question of human rights was pre-
sent in ACP-EEC negotiations since
Lome II. Then , the matter was resolved
by both Presidents making public decla-

R. Namaliu
On human rights and apartheid: "I'm
happy to indicate that the Community
has agreed to adopt a joint dedaration

rations on this question at the signing

ceremony of Lome II. On that occasion
the ACP President said, inter alia, and I
quote:

Every signatory state here today is a
member of the United Nations. All of us
subscribe to the Charter of that body.

Those of us who are members of the Or-
ganization of African Unity have reaf-
firmed that intention at the level of Heads
of State in the now famous resolution in
Monrovia in July /979; and those of us
who are members of the Commonwealth
adopted, also at the level of Heads of
State, a resolution expressing a similar

concern in Lusaka in August that
year

And then he stressed:

We, too, are militants for human
rights and as such our relations continue
to be founded on the principles which
form the cornerstone of justice, liberty,
peace and respect for human dignity

The EEC President for his part, re-
called that Lome was, and I quote:

Built on the solid foundations of these
truths and expresses our respect for those
principles... 

On this occasion, the ACF . consistent
with their commitment to this concept
indicated that they were willing to dis-
cuss human rights matters if the Com-
munity was equally willing to discuss its
relations with South Africa. I am happy
to indicate that the Community has
agreed to adopt a Joint Declaration
which states , inter alia, and I quote: "
this respect, the contracting parties reaf-
firm their obligation and their commit-
ments under intemational law, to fight

for the elimination of all forms of dis-
crimination based on ethnic group, ori-
gin, race, nationality, colour, sex, lan-
guage, religion or any other situation.
They proclaimed their determination to
work effectively for the eradication of
apartheid, which constitutes a violation
of human rights and an affront to human
dignity . On this basis, the ACP has in
turn agreed to an insertion in the pream-
ble of the Convention which states as
follows:

Reaffirming their adherence to the
principle of the said (UN) Charter and
their faith in fundamental human rights
in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and
women and of nations large and
small... "

No longer, therefore, can our Conven-
tion remain mute on the flagrant viola-



tion of human rights which apartheid
constitutes and generates and we stress
MrPresident, that both the ACP and the
EEC are committed to work effectively
to eradicate that nefarious system.

LOME III

The fundamental question
of food self-sufficiency

in ACP States
As regards the specific contents of the

Convention, we have been able to give
due prominence and reasonable support
to the fundamental question of food self-
sufficiency in ACP States. And, in sup-

port of this objective, we have joined the 
struggle against drought and desertifica- 

iJ!
tion, particularly rampant in several ~
African ACP States, undermining all ef- ~
forts to achieve increased food produc- ~
tion and indeed general social and eco- ~
nomic development. 

The dominant role of the agricultural 

~..~

sector in the development of most ACP Mr Rei Baltazar Dos Santos Alves, Mini-
States, as the main source of foreign ex- ster of Finance of Mozambique, signs the
change eamings and employment, is re- Convention On behalf of his country, the
fleeted for the first time in the Conven- 65th ACP State
tion in a special chapter on Cooperation
in Agricultural Commodities, with the ment of such resources, including our
central objectives of improvement of the energy resources.
conditions of production, transportation
and marketing.

While falling far short of our major
objectives, the provisions in this chapter
do constitute a framework on which
further progress could be made. Much
will, however, depend on the implemen-
tation strategy adopted by us and our
EEC partners. This question we consider
to be fundamental.

On the key concern of access for our
agricultural exports to the EEC markets
we have reached agreement on limiting
the delay by the Commission in res-
ponding to our specific requests for im-
proved access. This modest progress is
reinforced by more automaticity in the
provisions for derogations for the rules
of origin, which , in our considered view
remain too stringent to encourage ACP
development.

The development of services such as
tourism and maritime transport have
been recognized as important areas for
greater emphasis in Lome III.

And we have strengthened Stabex by
lowering the thresholds and by adopting
clearer management and reporting pro"
ce4ures on the use of transfers.

The Convention takes today s needs
into account without ignoring those of

the future. In this regard, it improves on
the arrangements for the present exploi-
tation of our mineral resources and
strengthens the scope for future develop-

The financing package
The Convention provides for a total

financial package of 8.5 billion ECU.
This amount falls far short of the mini-
mum requested by the ACP and justified
by our needs, and the objectives of the
Convention. At a time of reduced soft
funds from international agencies such
as IDA, the ACP need more, not less

real per capita resources under Lome III.
Such, however, was not to be the case.

Nonetheless, these resources are now
more than before available for pro-
grammes as much as for projects , and for
rehabilitation , repair and maintenance as
much as for new investments. To sup-
plement these resources, the Convention
provides a significant chapter on the
flow of private investment between the
Community and the ACP States. It is
our strong determination to see full ef-
fect given to this chapter under Lome
III.

As regards the institutional structure,
we have strengthened our technical agen-
cies such as the Centre for the Develop-
ment of Industry and the Agricultural
Centre; we have streamlined our consul"
tative bodies by replacing the Joint
Committee and the Consultative Assem-
bly, with one Joint Assembly. Institu-
tionalized arrangements have also been
made for consultations with the social
and economic circles.

Most critically, we have reinforced our
Council of Ministers as a political body
by extending its competence to deliber-
ate on all issues relevant to the Conven-
tion.

Finally, the very foundation of the en-
tire Convention has been set in a spirit
of interdependence and on the basis of

the cultural prerequisites of the develop-
ment of the ACP States, giving primacy
to their peoples and sovereign choice to
their societies.

Lome III " improves
on its predecessors

Undoubtedly, the third ACP-EEC
Convention of Lome improves on its
predecessors in its structure, content and
mechanisms for implementation. But it
will call for the greatest imagination in
implementation to ensure that all the in-
tended benefits are essentially achieved.
Apart from everything else, it will call
for a closer coordination and consulta-
tion between the different ACP and
ACP-EEC institutions involved in the
implementation of the Convention. It
will call for closer contact with and con-
sultation among the regional organiza-
tions, with the ACP States taking full
advantage of the regional cooperation
provisions of the Convention to further
strengthen our regional, interregional
and intra-ACP cooperation.

In this latter regard, it is thanks to

your initiative, President Eyadema, on
the occasion of the signing of Lome II
when you called for a Federation of
Chambers of Commerce of ACP States
that such an organization is now being
established which could be a critical in-
strument in developing intra-ACP
trade.

As I stated at the beginning, Mr Presi-
dent, it is absolutely necessary that
Lome III succeeds in stimulating the
economies of the ACP States, for that
stimulation is itself a necessary element
for international economic recovery.

The objectives of that recovery can
also benefit significantly from the reali"
zation of the $ I 000 million Fund for
Africa being called for by the President

of the World Bank, an initiative to
which the ACP States would appeal to
their partners to give full support.

The negotiations have obviously not
achieved everything. Certain key con-

cerns remain. Our commodities are still
to be subject to the vagaries of market

forces, while our partners and every oth-
er developed country protect their agri-
culture from the full blast of these
forces.
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LOME III

ACP representatives during the signing ceremony fO/" Lome ill
One significantly dangerous conse-

quence of this is . the threat which it
poses to the achievement of our funda-
mental objective of food self-sufficiency.
We all know that we can stimulate the
farmer to produce more by augmenting
his income. And that this latter can be

. achieved by raising the prices of his out-
put and by reducing the cost of his pro-
duction inputs. The former tend to have
major social, economic and political
cpnsequences including riots and other

instabilities and in the absence of re-
munerative prices for the exports of our
major commodities, ACP Governments
would be hard-pressed to find the re-
sources to subsidise farmers' inputs.
Thus there is a critical lacuna here and
one is concerned that the Convention, in
not dealing with commodity prices
and/or special arrangements for manu-
factured , processed export products, may
not have adequately tackled this prob-
lem.

If this analysis is correct, more finan-
cial assistance would obviously be neces-
sary. (oo.

Reservations " on
trade regime and

sugar protocol
Overall, apart from the volume of

funds, if there is one key area of this
Convention about which we continue to
have reservations it is the trade regime
including the rules of origin. We would
need to apply them with the greatest
sympathy and understanding to provide
the opportunity which ACP States need.
It is that imagination and sensitivity
which we would need to show if we are
to take advantage of opportunities such

as that offered for the increased exporta-
tion of ACP raw cane sugar to the EEC
by the expected entry of Portugal into

the Community. The request by Portugal
to be allowed to import from the ACP
300000 tonnes of raw cane sugar an.
nually after it accedes to the Communi.
ty, while not strictly a matter under the
negotiations for Lome III, provides an
excellent example of the type of oppor-
tunity one would need to grasp if ACP
States are to be effectively assisted to
increase their export and badly-needed
foreign exchange earnings.

Fail to do so and we endanger even
the basic objectives of food self-suffi-
ciency. We fear that the Community,
perhaps unwittingly, is about to do just
that. And this cannot be in the spirit of
Lome III.

On the other hand , Mr President, cer-
tain salutary elements have been intro-
duced to our Convention. For the 30-

odd years or more of post-war develop-

ment cooperation, a variety of imported
models of development prevailed , while
the dimension Qf indigenous culture
either figured marginally or was forgot-
ten altogether. It is to the credit of Lome
III that an attempt has been made to re.
situate culture at the centre of our devel-
opment efforts.

The vital question
of the treatment of

ACP cultural
goods

Regretfully, however, the vital ques-
tion of the treatment of ACP cultural
goods held in EEC Member States was
not resolved in our negotiations. Thus
an invaluable part of our national patri-
mony, our heritage and history for future
generations, remains unregulated by our
Convention. We hold strongly to the
view that this matter will continue to
rankle our relations, and we consequent-

ly reserve the right to seek to discuss this
matter within our institutional frame-
work during the life of Lome III.

Mr President, having negotiated and
signed Lome III, it is critical that every
signatory country make the greatest pos-
sible effort . for its most urgent ratifica-
tion so that the Convention can come
into force without any undue delay. The
prevailing conditions in many of our
countries cannot afford any such delay.
It is therefore a task of mutual support
and each state must undertake this pro-
cess extremely rapidly.

Lome HI
is a product of

basic rethinking
Mr President, the Convention which

we sign today is the product of the ef-
forts of numerous organizations, minis-
ters, officials, etc. It is a product of basic
rethinking and an attempt to refashion

as much as possible within the can.
straints of existing circumstances, an in-
strument of cooperation and develop-
ment for the ACP and EEC States; an
instrument which faces as squarely as
possible the harsh problems of the ab-
sence of ACP basic food for the popula-
tions of ACP States after twenty years of
independence and development coopera-
tion with Europe; an instrument which

recognizes Europe s dependence on these
ACP countries for many of their raw
materials, minerals and export markets;
an instrument which realises that devel-
opment of a people must be in terms of
their own objectives, values, culture and
priorities.

Lome is therefore something of a
new departure and I can only thank all
those who have made it possi-
ble (. oo

). " 



LOME In

new dimension in
ACP... EEC cooperation

Peter Barry, President of the

European Council of Ministers

Below are highlights of Peter Bar-
s speech in Lome. Prior to his

address he paid a tribute to Com.
missioner Edgard Pisani whose ideas
and action determined the new
ACP-EEC agreement.

On the European Community side
allow me to pay tribute to a man who
regrettably is not here today but without
whom we would possibly not be here
ourselves-Edgard Pisani.

His charm and humour, his intellec-
t~al integrity, imbued with humanity,
hIS command of detail in dealing with
the most complex and sensitive issues:
these have been qualities which I have
greatly admired. His country and Gov-
ernment have recognized them , too, and
I am certain that I speak for you all
when I express the hope that his mission
to New Caledonia will prove as success-
ful as his work with us.

Great upheavals in history place ma-
jor options before leaders and statesmen.
Upon their choice the course of events
depends. Thus, in the aftermath of the
Second World War, six European states
chose to lay .aside their rivalries and
quarrels. Similarly, following decoloniza-
tion, 18 sovereign, independent states of
Africa chose the path of co-operation

and interdependence to develop and or-
ganize their relations with the emerging
European Community. A quarter of 
century later, 65 ACP States have parti-
cipated in the negotiations for the rene-

wal of the Convention with a Commun-
ity of 10 Member States, soon to be en-
larged to 12. The European Community,
which welcomed the participation of An-
gola and Mozambique in the negotia-
tions, is particularly pleased to count
Mozambique as one of the signatories. If
Angola decides to accede to the Conven-
tion, she too will be assured of an equal-
ly warm welcome. I also express the wish
that in the near future we will be able to

add one more signatory to our Conven-
tion, that of an independent Namibia.

;"CP-EEC co-operation now brings to-
gether more than half the members of
the United Nations. What other instru-
ment has so helped to change the notion
of co-operation between industrialized
and developing countries? The different
Conventions which have over several

decades associated independent African
Caribbean and Pacific countries with the
European Community, have allowed us
to build up a unique system of co-opera-
tion of the highest political significance

and which we regard as our common
heritage. We have founded this common
heritage on a number of fundamental
principles which guarantee its value and
its strength. They are interdependence
mutual interest, respect for each other
sovereignty, equality between partners
and the right of each state to determine
its own political, social, cultural and eco-
nomic policy options.

Beyond these basic principles, the
Convention of Lome which includes
more than half of the poorest countries
on the planet, is above all an act of soli-
darity aimed at improving the economic
circumstances of millions of men, wo-
men and children. (...

Agricultural development
and food security at the

forefront of our objectives

Mr Barry then underlined the critical
problems facing the Sahel countries and
some others in Africa:

Peter Barry

The most immediate problem in
Africa is that of hunger. The first priori-
ty must therefore be action to enable
Africa to feed her people. We cannot
control the climatic conditions which de-
termine good or bad harvests. We can
however, ensure that through our co-
operation, the efforts of the African
countries themselves-and they are con-
siderable-receive the necessary finan-

cial and technical support to enable
them to achieve greater food .self-re-
liance than before. It is for that reason

that we have placed agricultural develop-
ment and food security at the forefront
of our objectives for the next five years

of ACP-EEC co-operation. We will at-
tempt to tackle the problems in this sec-
tor in a more comprehensive and inte-
grated way than in the past. We will seek
to develop food strategies with the full
co-operation of your Governments so
that the amount of imported food will
gradually be replaced by local, national
production. For the first time in the his-
tory of our co-operation we will begin to
examine how best to fight and win the
battle against drought and desertifica-
tion. Financial resources will be made
available to tackle the alarming environ-
mental deterioration. In addition, we
will pay more attention to the social and
ecological impact of our actions in the

agricultural and industrial sectors.

Man at the centre
of our action

These, then , must be our objectives in
the medium and long term. They are
noble and worthwhile aims. Their reali-
zation will depend on the spirit of co-
operation in which they are pursued.
That spirit, as far as we are concerned
has a name- it is the Spirit of Lome.

In the objectives of the Convention we
agreed to put man at the centre of our

action. Whatever his situation, man has
the right to respect for his dignity and

person. He has the right to life and to
hope. Regardless of race, religion or cui.
ture, he must be the actor and the bene-
ficiary of the development process. That
is the ultimate goal of our co-operation

and because we jointly believe it to be
, we have duly reflected it in the text

: of our Convention. We have also agreed
! to give a more human dimension to
. what has essentially been an economic
: and commercial relationship by adding a
; chapter on cultural and social co-opera-
. tion. We hope that this new dimension
: to our co-operation will lead to a greater
mutual understanding between our peo.
pies and an increased awareness of their
customs and traditions. We firmly be-
lieve that it is only by developing under-
standing and knowledge that we can be-
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gin to eliminate intolerance and preju-

dice wherever it is found.
The systematic discrimination of apar-

theid in South Africa and the delay in

ending South Africa s illegal occupation
of Namibia are continuing causes of con-
cem to the 10 Member States of the
Community. Individually ahd collective-
ly, the Ten have expressed their abhor-
rence of and opposition to South Africa
apartheid policy. We reject apartheid in
all its forms and we shall continue our
pressure on South Africa to abandon this
iniquitous system.

The European Community and its
Member States have supported and will
continue to support the Namibian peo-
ple, particularly through the United Na-
tions Institute for Namibia. I take this
opportunity to fe-state the willingness of
the Community and the Member States
to assist in the development of a free and
independent Namibia,

The future
Mr Peter Barry mentioned the global

problems which had prevented the two
previous Conventions from fully achiev-
ing their objectives. Then he pondered on
the future.

What of the future? Will the interna-
tional economic environment become
less harsh during the life of the third
Lome Convention? It is perhaps too ear-
ly to state confidently that better times
are on the way. It is certainly true that
all the indicators show that recovery is
indeed now underway in the North.
Renewed economic growth has been

LOME III

During the signing ceremony young Togolese kept up a wholehearted and rythmic
welcome

confirmed although it is still modest in
comparison to earlier periods. More en-
couraging has been the improvement in
world trade last year with a similar trend
evident for this year. This should have a
significant impact on the developing
countries. For the ACP States, the
strengthened trade provisions of the new
Convention should enable many of you
to take full advantage of this better trad-
ing climate.

This is just one example of how the
European Community and its Member
States can contribute through the instru-
ments of our Convention to the econom-

Irish musicians also performed at the ceremonies at Lome, in order to underline the
importance of the cultural aspects of the new Com'entioll

ic development of our ACP partners, I
must stress, however, that it is only a
contribution. The Lome Convention
does not provide answers to all questions
and it cannot invent solutions to every

problem. I can state, however, that as far
as we are concerned, it is a genuine at-
tempt to tackle some of the most serious
problems confronting developing coun-
tries today. A significant amount of fi-
nancial resources, which covers all the
ACP States which participated in the ne.
gotiation, whatever the date of their ac-
cession to the Convention, and which

also anticipates the enlargement of the
Community to include Spain and Portu-
gal , has been provided to implement the
Convention. No doubt some would say
that, despite the budgetary constraints
confronting the Member States, the
Community could have done even more.
At a time, however, when there is so
much hesitation in the North-South dia-
logue- the reconstitution of IF AD and
IDA spring to mind-should we not take
some encouragement from the successful
outcome of our deliberations?

New areas for co-operation
and new challenges

The Convention which we sign here
today not only will have more signato"
ries but it is also broader and deeper
than its predecessor. It provides us with
new areas for co-operation and poses
new challenges, We have concluded the
first stage of our work in a spirit of hope
and solidarity. We must now go forward
together with conviction and determina-
tion to ensure that in the years ahead we
can meet the objectives we have set our.
selves." 0



I LOME III

Gaston Thorn, President of the
Commission of the European Communities

A sense of responsibility
Mr Gaston Thorn, President of

the Commission of the European
Communities (until 5 January 1985)
and speaking on its behalf in the
absence of Commissioner Pisani
stressed the solidity of what had
been acquired and the spirit of ACP-
EEC cooperation. Lome III could
he believed, be described as "
Convention of which most .of the
provisions have been overhauled
expanded to cover new areas of ac-
tivity, matched to the real world and
the challenges of this latter part of

the century " . Looking further at the
Convention, Mr Thorn added:

However, before going on to talk
about the future of our cooperation and
the tool we have forged together, I
should like to turn back to the imme-
diate past for a while, to the year of
negotiations through which we have
passed. No doubt somebody versed in
political necessities would say that to-
day s success was bound to come, it was
written in the stars.

But I should like you to remember
what the situation was like in Europe a
year ago when our negotiations opened.
We had a Community the very existence
of which was threatened by the develop-
ment of centrifugal forces, aggravated by
the world economic crisis.

I should like you to remember the in-
ternational climate, the state of the
North-South dialogue, paralysed by the
egoism of the great powers, lack ofimag"
ination and an absence of will, and
which, from the failure of UNCT AD in
Belgrade to the drastic cuts in IDA (In-
ternational Development Agency) re-
sources, piled disappointment on bitter-
ness(...

The fact that we are here, celebrating
our cooperation, proves that, on both
sides, as well as wisdom and inventive"
ness , it has been a sense of responsibili-
ty, mutual trust and, in the final analysis
friendship, that has won the day. It is on
thi~ basis that genuine negotiation has

taken place and the real forces involved
have come into action-and here I
should like to emphasize the power
throughout our discussions, of a united
ACP Group, unswerving in its negotiat-
ing position.

We have been conscious of that power
all through this last year. Many of the
improvements and innovations on
which we are congratulating ourselves
today are due to it. I am thinking partic"
ularly of the special place we have made
for the social and cultural dimension, of

large, were respect for human dignity
and fundamental human rights and the
greater effectiveness of our cooperation
through dialogue.

Who would not acknowledge
the worth of the message

we are sending out to
world opinion?"

For the first time in the history of our
cooperation, our negotiators have agreed
to deal fully and explicitly, in the Con-
vention, with the question of human
rights and respect for human dignity.

....

OX!

....

Part of the Community s official rostrum at the signing of the Convention

the increased security provided in our
trade arrangements, in Stabex and in
Sysmin, of the improvements in the
rules of origin , and the new vigour we
have imparted to our institutions. -

And even if a trial of strength did
come into it-something quite under-
standable in any negotiation- I am hap-
py to say there was never any confronta-
tion, except of ideas and constructive
proposals!

In fact the only subject under discus-

sion, the only question asked, was the
fundamental one of how to do more, do
better, act more effectively for the devel-
opment of the ACP countries, for the
greater well-being and self-fulfilment of
their peoples.

And it is not by chance that, apart
from the difficult issue of the financial
resources, the two subjects which made
the greatest impact on our negotiations
which caught the attention of opinion at

This is a clear sign of the extent to which
our relations and mutual trust have ma-
tured. Of course, all our states, all our
peoples, had proclaimed, in a different
forum, their attachment to these funda-
mental rights and their commitment to
promoting such rights. But this time
having overcome our reticence, we are
making this commitment a part of our
common heritage. We are joining to-
gether to proclaim, with the quiet assur-
ance gained from our long friendship,
our faith in fundamental human rights
in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and
women and of nations large and small.
We are reaffirming, in a joint declara-
tion, having weighed up all the implica"
tions

, "

that every individual has the

right, in his own country or in a host
country, to respect for his dignity and to
protection by the law

In these troubled times, when values
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sometimes slide, who would not ack-
nowledge the worth of the message
we are sending out to world opin-
ion? (oo .

A dialogue between
trusting and

equal partners
There is quite a different lesson to be

learned from our long discussions on the
policy dialogue . What passions were

aroused, what anxiety and what misun-
derstandings caused by this idea, which
the Community had put forward for the
sole purpose of making aid more effec-
tive and as a natural consequence
of the diversification of our con-
tributions!

The reason why the expression
made such a stir was not that the
idea of more effective cooperation
was being challenged. Nor was it, I
dare say, because the word or the
concept of" dialogue " was suspect
between trusting and equal part-
ners.

, if there were any doubts, it
was because some people thought
they saw in this idea that the
Community was calling in ques-
tion the contractual nature of our
relations and, to be blunt, some
thought they could detect in it a
move by the Community to make
its aid conditional on the adoption
by its partners of policies decided
upon elsewhere.

The lesson 1 should like to draw from
our discussions is the following: yes, the
situation in the Third World is critical, it
calls for a special effort on the part of the
international community, an increase in
official development assistance, or at
least measures to maintain it in real

terms, a considerable improvement in
coordination between aid donors and be-
tween official assistance and private con-
tributors. It calls for more effective im-
plementation , because the resources are
limited and the needs immense. Howev"

, we must be careful not to reverse the
roles.

Our partners are sovereign states and
nothing can be done which is not carried
out in the strict observance of that sov-
ereignty.

I have just dealt with the two subjects
about which we have had the most dis-
cussion. I shall not avoid the third
which , though it was outside the scope of
the negotiations from the formal point of
view, remained in the back of our minds
and cropped up in many a discussion-
that of the financial package for the new
Convention. I shall be straightforward
here.

LOME III

Our efforts have not
been relaxed"

Of course, compared with the tasks to
be accomplished, the 8.5 thousand mil-
lion ECU which the Community is com-
mitting for the next five years does ap-
pear inadequate. We should all have
liked to be able to do more.

However, the sum we have managed
to come up with will enable us to in-
crease our capacity for action and to ex-

tend our cooperation to new ACP co.un-
tries.

In other words, our - efforts have not
been relaxed despite the recession and

Presidellts Thorll alld Barry jointly sign-
ing the final act of the Convention on the

Community s behalf

despite the financial difficulties of the
Community and its Member States-no
small thing in itself. It is worth remem-
bering that the first Lome Convention
was signed by a Community at the
height of its economic and commercial
power, that the second Convention was
concluded in 1979 by a Europe which
thought it could see the light at the end
of the tunnel, following the first oil cri-
sis, but which did not know that there
was another crisis approaching. We all
know what economic and monetary dis-
order has reigned since then.

However, Europe, the Community, is
not giving up. Despite the crisis, it is not
going to give up an original development
policy which is an integral part of its
identity, nor its special ties with the ACP
countries. It is not flinching at the chal-
lenges facing its partners, particularly on
the African continent. The challenge of
drought and the apparently inexorable

progression of the desert, the abandon-
ment of the countryside by peasants

without hope, who then flock to the out-
skirts of the towns, the wanderings of
refugees in various parts of the conti"

nent, the desertion by foreign investors
discouraged by high risks, and the poor
performance of economies trying to cope
with poor infrastructure and scarce for-
eign exchange, and, especially, the ulti-
mate challenge, that of hunger, a hideous
spectre which we thought, ten years ago
that we could vanquish for ever but
which is still haunting us today in a yet
more shocking guise.

Allow me, on this solemn occasion
when we are celebrating our cooperation
to call to mind the tens of thousands of

human beings who have already
been struck down by this evil, the
hundreds of thousands of starving
men, women and children on this
continent who could fall victim to
it in their turn if no supreme effort
of human solidarity is made.

I should also like to add, if you
permit and with all the modesty

dictated by the scale of this trage-
dy, that the Community, in liaison
with all national and international
bodies , all the organizations work-
ing in the field, is doing everything
humanly possible to avoid the
worst.

But everyone knows that the es-
sential emergency aid and the ne-
cessary food aid are but pallia-
tives, one-off responses to crisis
situations. The root cause of the

must be fought. In other words, lo~
cal food production must be boosted;
rural communities must be revived; the
peasant farmers must be provided with

the necessary inputs; techniques must be
taught; post-harvest losses must be pre-
vented, marketing improved and storage
facilities provided.

In short, overall food strategies must
be devised , not to exlude recourse to ex-
ternal food aid if necessary nor the pos-
sibility of imports, but starting from an
overall view of food security based first
and foremost on the development of
domestic production.

That is one of the leading ideas which
has found expression in the important
chapter of our Convention devoted to

agricultural cooperation (...

Bringing into play private
operators on both sides

Many would deserve mention. How-
ever, it seems to me that I would do bet-
ter justice to our negotiators' work if I
described rather their approach. This

consisted of three complementary stages
all equally essential.
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First: maintain what had been
achieved under earlier Conventions. Se-
cond: make considerable improvements
to the effectiveness of ACP-EEC cooper-
ation. Third: go beyond the scope of the
Convention itself, which is a cooperation
contract between public authorities, to

bring into play private operators on both
sides.

It appeared essential, politically, to
maintain the " acquis " of Lome II in
order to ensure the security of our rela-
tions-security of the financial commit- ~
ments entered into for five years, securi- .i3

ty provided by the trade arrangements ~

and the original cooperation instru- \!J

ments, namely Stabex, Sysmin and the
sugar protocol, security provided by our
institutional framework, within which all
the problems connected with our cooper-
ation may be discussed with a view to
working out joint solutions together.

The need for security meant that these
proven instruments had to be main-
tained. Therefore we have kept them.

In addition to the need for continuity

there came another requirement- the ef-
fectiveness of our cooperation had to be
improved considerably. Here too, the
negotiators accomplished a great deal. In
the new Convention, which has been res-
tructured and thoroughly overhauled, in-
struments that have been reviewed in
the light of our collective experience are
grouped around a hard core of joint
principles and objectives.

Our negotiators' third important task
was to seek ways of encouraging private
operators to become more involved in
ACP-EEC cooperation. For everyone
knows that official action, whatever re-
sources are deployed, can be fully effec-
tive only if it can mobilize other forces
entrepreneurial abilities, in the Commu-
nity as well as in the ACP countries.

The innovatory texts adopted for the
new Convention-on fishing, shipping,
private investment-meet this concern

as do the new provisions on the Centre

for the Development ofIndustry and the
European Investment Bank.

On the subject of private investment, I
would like to comment on the fact that
although virtually the complete range of
all possible variations of economic sys-
tems and organization was represented
a11l0ng the parties negotiating, we man-
ag&l to avoid any ideological conflict
and were able to agree on a clear, bind-
ing and constructive text. As far as 
know, there is no equivalent in any other
multilateral forum-and I see once more
the mark of the originality and dynam-
ism of our cooperation.

LOME HI

A further view of the EEC rostrum at Lome

The most complete example

of what the North-South
dialogue should always be

The agreement which we are signing
and sealing is an important act in inter-
national life. Today sconference is per-
haps the most complete example of what
the North-South dialogue should always
be~a debate in which the confrontation
of ideas always leads to the adoption of
practical arrangements, practical com-
mitments having a tangible and imme-
diate impact on our peoples.

In order to maintain good faith we

A festive, enthusiastic atmosphere which
delighted all by its beauty

now have to implement this Convention
with the same persistence, the same de-
manding attitude as we adopted to nego-
tiate it. It is valuable as an example of
our cooperation and the very survival of
that cooperation is at stake.

Ten years ago, when we concluded our
first Convention, we were hoping 
make it the cornerstone of a fairer and
more balanced new international eco-
nomic order. Despite the disappoint-
ments, the deadlock of the North-South
dialogue, the anxiety aroused by the
growing disparity between the powerful
and the poor, our ambition has not wav-
ered. On the contrary, I am launching
from here, from the heart of a continent
in the grip of tragedy, an appeal to the
international community, and first of all
to the eastemand westem powers, to
tread the path of solidarity, of coopera-

tion , of development.

In addition to this ambition I should
like to mention another, which involves
only ourselves. Let us show the doubters
those who call in question the very use
fulness of official development assis-
tance, of cooperation, of our coopera-
tion, that it is not merely a moral , poli-
tical and economic duty, but that it con-
tributes fully to the progress and self-ful-
filment of our peoples.

Implementation of the new Conven-
tion will require an exceptional effort;
we shall have to surpass ourselves and

mobilize forces-both on the Communi-
ty side and in the ACP countries. Let us
accept this challenge. Let us place this
Convention at the heart of our countries
policies. Let us devote our energy and
our faith to it. So that the spirit of Lome
may live.

Speaking today in Lome, before all the
nations represented here , it is this effort
that I call for, an effort to take us further
along the path of solidarity that cannot
be denied" . 0
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The EEC and the ACP go to Togo
for the third time: the result

of a certain " spirit of Lome "
says President Eyadema

Prior to the signing of Lome III
President Eyadema told The Courier
how he felt about the latest Conven-
tion being signed in Lome.

Mr President, this is the third time
the ACP-EEC cooperation agreement is
being signed in Lome. Do you see this as
a success for Togolese diplomacy or a

sign that Lome III is not very different
from the two previous Conventions?

~ This indeed is the third time that
the countries of the European Economic
Community and Africa, the Caribbean

and the Pacific have agreed to come to
Lome to sign the historic Convention
that binds them.

Once again, it is an honour for the
Togolese people. I should like to take

this opportunity, on behalf of the Togo-
lese nation and its party, the RPT, to

extend my most sincere thanks to all our
partners for this further expression of

their confidence.

And it is certainly a diplomatic suc-
cess for us, too - although, over and
atJove the pride we feel, it is more an
expression of our desire to continue a

union that we all know to be fruitful.
Saying that Lome III is much the same
as the two previous Conventions would
not give a very good idea of the new

agreement. The negotiations were hard-
er. But the continuity of our union is
cause for congratulation. In these crisis-
ridden times, three successive , non-stop
Conventions being signed by 10 devel-
oped and 65 developing nations is proof
that there is something positive worth
safeguarding ~ and that is the spirit of
Lome. It is the desire which all of us
have to cooperate on a strictly equal
footing for the happiness of our peoples
regardless of the level of their economic
structures.

Now Lome III is about to take ef
feet, everyone agrees that the economic
situation in the ACP States is critical.
They don t even talk about economic
take-off any more. How do you see the
general trend in the Group?

- We all know that the world econ-
omy is in a sad state and that our coun-
tries , more than others, are very hard hit
by the effects of the crisis. So we are
aware of what is happening and all our
peoples' work and sacrifices are aimed at

President G. Eyadema
The A CP countries have

to close ranks

getting us out of this situation. Although
we realize we have to count on ourselves
first, we nevertheless must have the
common destiny of all our peoples con-
stantly in view ~ which is why we are
convinced that there will be no lasting
solution until global attempts are made
to deal with the crisis.

If the countries of the Third World are
not involved in recovery, then it will not
last. And the ACP countries, I think
ha ve to close ranks to make their action
more effective.

Do you think Lome I and II have
been satisfactory as far as Togo is con-
cerned?
~ Togo is one of the countries that

has been associated with the EEC from
the very beginning and we think we have
done very well from the association. Our
hopes haven t always been fulfilled, of
course, but the development of our
country has, to a large extent, been
backed up by the financial, technical and
commercial machinery of the Lome
agreements. That is to say we are satis-
fied with the overall results of Lome I
and II and we expect a lot of Lome
III.

In the speech you made when Lome
II was signed, you said you had hopes of
and confidence in both EEC-ACP rela-
tions and broader cooperation in the ACP
Group. Are you still optimistic about the
future of these two aspects of cooperation
under Lome Ill?

~ As I said just now, the ACP coun-
tries have to be increasingly aware that
they will only succeed properly when
they have found how to cooperate effec-
tively together.

Weare realistic. The fact that the ACP
countries are spread about the world is a
handicap as far as cooperation is con-
cerned, but their diversity may be a
Source of complementarity. That is why
we think that what we need in the early
stages is flexible machinery that will give
us the right information and enable us to
identify the fields in which we can get
this cooperation started. But neighbour-
ing countries still have to make an effort
to create a proper framework for South-
South cooperation. That is what we are
trying to do in this sub-region of Africa

with ECOW AS and other similar organi-
zations. Some other African countries
have looked at ECOW AS and are now
getting together in economic groupings
of their own. That is a first step towards
cooperation between ACP countries.

Do you think the success of a coo-
peration agreement depends more on the

General view of Lome
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amount of money it involves or the way it
is applied?

- An agreement is a legal instrument
whereby the partners agree to do some-
thing together. If it provides money to
achieve its aims, then it would be rea-
sonable to expect it to provide enough to
do so. The amount of financing is dis-
cussed during the negotiations and is in-
tended to meet a number of our coun-
tries' development aims.

Once the agreement has been signed
then we think the way it is applied is
vital, as otherwise it would be drained of
any content.

Lastly, do you think that the con-

tent, spirit and implementing provisions
of Lome III and I and II are in line
with the trend in ACP development requi-
rements?

- We have followed the negotiations
closely. As the essence of Lome II has
been safeguarded and may even be im-
proved upon in Lome III, we are satis-
fied. You must remember that the pre-
sent crisis affects all the countries, re-

gardless of their level of development.
We have to make a joint effort to over-
come these serious economic difficulties.

, apart from the size of the financing,
the essential thing is for there to be soli-
darity between us. That, I think, is what
the new Convention should make clear.

At the signing ceremony

We need to form a homogeneous bloc so that North-
South cooperation may enable us to raise the value of our

production

said President Eyadema

..J

:;)

With his customary blend of
warmth and level-headedness, the
Togolese Head of State, General
Gnasssingbe Eyadema, expressed his
keen desire to see ACP-EEC cooper-
ation strengthened by the signing of

the third Convention, not merely in
regulating economic relations but
henceforth in the cultural and purely
human spheres as welL The Presi-
dent of the Togolese Republic
pledged his country s contribution

" in its own way " to ensuring a posi-
tive outcome, but he warned of the
problems that could upset the spe-
cial relationship between the ACP
and EEC groups if" certain necessa~
ry measures " were not taken at in-
ternationallevel with the support, or
at the instigation, of the EEc. Presi-
dent Eyadema went on to say:

Even now, if nothing is done to
remedy the problem of Third World
debts, it is still to be feared that the gulf
between the countries of the South and
the North will grow wider.

It is thus time that the peoples of the
developed countries in general and of
Europe in particular, understand the

prime importance of cooperation so that
our relations may be guided by the noble
principles of the community of human
destiny and the mutual interests of peo-
ples. It is these principles, on which the
Lome Convention is already based
which from now on must guide our steps
in pursuit of the New Order, which is
long in coming.

When we have succeeded in introduc-
ing fairness into international trade and
all products fetch a fair price on the

world market, free of the influence of
speculators, we shall have taken the de-
cisive step on this road. Then coopera-
tion will have taken on a different mean-
ing, with economically equal partners
facing one another, conscious of their
interdependence and their complemen-
tarity.

In the immediate future, it is extreme-
ly urgent for us that more effective mea-
sures than those employed up to now
should be taken to lighten the burden of
public debt on the Third World; the
mechanisms set up within the interna-
tional monetary organizations as well as
through the Clubs of Paris or London
only serve to put our sick economies to
sleep, without being able to cure them.capital of Togo
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something which may be unattainable.
Third World countries must take the ini-
tiative on technology rather than wait for
it to come to them.

This is because it is the northern coun.
tries, the guardians of technology, who
determine the selling price of our raw
materials, process them and sell them
back to us at prices which they fix unila-
terally, sometimes multiplying by ten the
price of the very product they have
bought from us.

In this manner, the rich countries be-
come ever richer and the poor countries
ever poorer, and at present no futurolog-
ist can say where it will end.

Meanwhile, we note with resentment
that industrialized countries devote
enormous capital sums to the explora-

..J tion of space without seeking to find out~ how the other people who are on the
1"1 ;5 earth with them are living.

What use will humanity be able to
make of conquering space and mastering
all the technologies and sciences which
enable it to dominate the world if this
world is still peopled with injustice, self-
interest, scorn of others, poverty, misery,
famine and ignorance?

It appears to us that the moment has
come to draw the developed countries
attention to the dangers of this policy,
which has the effect of interrupting the
North-South Dialogue and jeopardizing
the achievements of international coo-
peration.

For if we continue on this path , where
the weakest are further weakened by the
law of profit and the strongest are ever

stronger, a breaking point must eventu-
ally be reached.

The weapon of the weak, who no lon-
ger have any other recourse in resisting
oppression, the exploitation of man by
man and injustice, is revolt.

We do not wish to turn to this extreme
solution , of which there are already signs
in some areas. The industrialized coun-
tries should thus re-examine their posi-

=! tions and seek more adequate means of
~ lightening the burden of foreign debt on
8 the developing countries, which are at
frl present driven into a corner and con-W demned to austerity measures incompat-

Mr Yaovi Adodo, Togolese Minister of ible with their minimum development
Planning, signs the Convention; as programmes.
Togo s Ambassador in Brussels, he also 

played an important role in the ne otia- 
~he Head of ~l4te c:lso pointed out thetions serIOUs danger In Third World countries

of super-power overarmament.

In the meanwhile it falls to us, the
peoples of the Third World, to set an

example by preventing any armed con-
flict between our States and avoiding

We must realise that it will no longer subscribing to systems which could draw
be a question of struggling to attain us into international conflicts (... ). " 0

iI,
If.j,

Thousands of Togolese enlivened the celebration of ACP-EEC cooperation

Another North-South
Conference?

We feel that more vigorous measures,
extending even to simply cancelling cer-
tain debts, are more in order. With this
in mind, a frank, objective dialogue
should be established between the debtor
countries and their creditors.

This dialogue could take the form of
another North-South Conference under
the aegis of the United Nations, the In-
ternational Monetary Fund and the
World Bank.

For us, another auspicious idea is ' to
set up a Special Fund under the World
Bank, intended to relaunch the econom-
ies of the African countries in the grea-

test difficulties, and our European part-
ners .should encourage this.

In this world of selfishness and lack of
understanding, where the voice of the

poor is far from being heard, the Third
World countries should start by relying
on their own efforts.

If through the Lome Convention we
are holding out one hand to nations bet-
ter endowed than we are, it seems to me
that the other hand should be extended
to our brothers in the same state as our-
selves. By this I mean that we must in-
vestigate ways and means of stepping up
South-South cooperation and particular-
ly cooperation among the ACP.

To achieve this aim, five years ago, in
this very hall , I proposed the setting up
of a Chamber of Commerce or some
other structure to expedite trade between
Our countries. I think it is time that this
idea became reality. For we need to form

a homogeneous bloc so that North-South
cooperation , made possible especially by
the transfer of technology, may enable us
to raise the value of our production. But
this transfer will not take place without
an effort from our countries.

Taking " the initiative on
technology rather than wait

for it to come to them
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Giving tangible expression
through frank .and fair

dialogue to the hopes raised
by the new Convention

A message from Edgard Pisani
Commissioner for Development

No policy can be great if it is not laid
down for the long term. At the same
time, it must not become rooted in im-
mobility. This was the paradox which
the policy of Lome resolved with the
signing of the third ACP-EEC Conven-
tion at Lome on 8 December 1984.

The continuity of the Community
development policy is based on faithful
adherence to an overall concept of coo-
peration which is itself founded on dia-
logue, equality and mutual respect of the
partners within a .contractual framework.
In the new Convention, this concept is
first outlined in the " General provi-
sions" which define the spirit of our
cooperation and summarize what has al-
ready been achieved. It is further shown
by the retention of the institutional fra-
mework of cooperation and of the insti-
tutional means established in previous
agreements on various matters, be they
trade, financial and technical coopera-
tion, raw materials or mineral pro-
ducts.

As far as changes are concerned, they
have come about from the lessons of the
past. In this context, they have been de-
signed to remove causes of misunder-

standing, to make the Convention clear-
, more solid and stricter in its execu-

tion; but it was also found necessary to
ensure that the means and the will had
to be better harnessed towards the objec-
tive of development. Everything for de-
velopment-that is truly the key to
Lome III. That is the explanation of the
priority given to the search for greater

effectiveness in our cooperation within
the framework of operations based on
dialogue and planning. That is also why
changes have been made to Stabex, Sys-
min , the trade arrangements and the spe-
cial protocols annexed to the Conven-
tion.

'tiut the ambitions of the policies en-
shrined in Lome go further than that:
they seek to be a practical model of coo-
peration , in trying to find answers to the
real problems facing developing coun-
tries. Who can fail to see today that the
greatest problem, the greatest peril, is

hunger? The evidence before us more
than justifies the priority given by the
third Convention to food security in
ACP countries: this will be sought by
various means, by developing local pro-
duction and improving marketing as
well as by efficient use of food aid, seen
not as a mere palliative but as a tool for
development which can be integrated
with food strategies benefitting from
Community support on the basis of two
years' experience of operation in certain
ACP countries.

In the same spirit, Europe has agreed
to set up a system for supplying ACP
countries with its own surplus agricultu-
ral products. This is a task which will
require a certain degree of inventiveness,
but it is vital and it must succeed.

Another example of a practical prob-
lem: desertification. Yesterday the desert
was a geographical fact, today we know
it as a menace. An evil gnawing away
almost inexorably at an. entire continent.
How do we combat it? The fight against
desertification will call for considerable
resources over a very long period of
time: the new Convention does not hope
to conduct the fight alone, limited as it is
in time and in resources, but it does

offer, in the framework of regional coo-
peration, a chance to get the process un-
der way so that desertification can be
halted and the biological balance of Afri-
ca restored, by concerting the efforts of
all concerned within the scope of a long-
term plan of action.

The objectives are ambitious but they
respond to incontrovertible necessities.
To recognize this is to look at the finan-
cial package for Lome III in a certain
way. In this matter, Europe has not
flinched; it has held the course steadily
for well-founded solidarity by increasing
its contribution in real terms. This is no
small achievement at a time when inter-
national cooperation efforts lose some of
their substance day by day, or disappear
altogether. However, in the face of the
need, who would not h2ve wanted to do
more?

Official development aid, to which the

-/'Ie

Community brings its contribution, is

not the whole story. One of its major
functions is to attract and support pri-
vate initiatives, and in this regard the
new Convention maintains its innova-
tive character by seeking to stimulate the
European private sector and to get it in-
volved more deeply in ACP economies.
It hopes to do this by stressing the need

to protect European investments and by
defining clearly the framework of a more
active involvement of the private sector
in areas of mutual interest, for example
fishing, maritime transport, mining, en-
ergy and industry.

Mutual interest, mutual respect: if the
new Convention had to be summed up
briefly, that is how I would choose to do
it. Now, to respect others, one must re-
cognize their culture and their personali-
ty, and thus it is that, in a quite natural
way, social and cultural cooperation has
found a place in the new Convention

and is one .of its most characteristic in-
novations.

But after this beginning, we have gone
further, since, for the first time since
Lome policies took effect, the Conven-
tion affirms " the right of each individual
in his own country or his host country,
to respect for his dignity and the protec-
tionofthe law " and spells out the deter-
mination of all the signatories to fight
discrimination in all its forms and 
work for the elimination of apartheid.
With this declaration, we are putting a
name to the essential beneficiary of all
our cooperation: man.
In concluding Lome III, we have

crossed some difficult terrain, and while
we may congratulate ourselves on reach-
ing our destination, there is much that
remains to be done. However, this is the
moment when I must leave you, and I
will not repeat here with what sadness

this fills me but rather concentrate on
my wishes for you all , in the Community
and the ACP States; that you will be able
to find, through a process of frank, fair

and unambiguous dialogue, a way of giv-
ing tangible expression to the hopes

which have been raised by the new Con-
vention. 0
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